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Life at the end of the twentieth century presents us with a disturbing reality.
Otherness, the simple fact of being different in some way, has come to be defined
asinand of itself evil. Miroslav VVolf contends that if the healing word of the
gospel isto be heard today, Christian theology must find ways of speaking that
address the hatred of the other. Reaching back to the New Testament metaphor of
salvation as reconciliation, Volf proposes the idea of embrace as atheological
response to the problem of exclusion.

Increasingly we see that exclusion has become the primary sin, skewing our
perceptions of reality and causing us to react out of fear and anger to all those
who are not within our (ever-narrowing) circle. In light of this, Christians must
learn that salvation comes, not only as we are reconciled to God, and not only as
we "learn to live with one another,” but as we take the dangerous and costly step
of opening ourselves to the other, of enfolding him or her in the same embrace
with which we have been enfolded by God.

Is there any hope of embracing our enemies? Of opening the door to
reconciliation? Miroslav Volf, aYae University theologian, has won the 2002
Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion for his book, Exclusion & Embrace:
A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation (Abingdon,
1996). Volf arguesthat “exclusion” of people who are alien or different is among
the most intractable problemsin the world today. He writes, “It may not be too
much to claim that the future of our world will depend on how we deal with
identity and difference. Theissueis urgent. The ghettos and battlefields
throughout the world?in the living rooms, in inner cities, or on the mountain
ranges?testify indisputably to itsimportance.” A Croatian by birth, Volf takes as
astarting point for his analysis the recent civil war and “ethnic cleansing” in the
former Y ugoslavia, but he readily finds other examples of cultural, ethnic, and
racial conflict to illustrate his points. And, since September 11, one can scarcely
help but plug the new world players into hisincisive descriptions of the dynamics
of interethnic and international strife.
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Exclusion happens, Volf argues, wherever impenetrable barriers are set up that
prevent a creative encounter with the other. It is easy to assume that “exclusion”
isthe problem or practice of “barbarians’ who live “over there,” but Volf
persuades us that exclusion is all too often our practice “here” aswell. Modern
western societies, including American society, typically recite their histories as
“narratives of inclusion,” and Volf celebrates the truth in these narratives. But he
points out that these narratives conveniently omit certain groups who “disturb the
integrity of their ‘happy ending’ plots.” Therefore such narratives of inclusion
invite “long and gruesome” counter-narratives of exclusion?the brutal histories of
davery and of the decimation of Native American populations come readily to
mind, but more current examples could also be found.

Most proposed solutions to the problem of exclusion have focused on social
arrangements?what kind of society ought we to create in order to accommodate
individual or communal difference? Volf focuses, rather, on “what kind of selves
we need to be in order to live in harmony with others.” In addressing the topic,
Volf stresses the social implications of divine self-giving. The Christian
scriptures attest that God does not abandon the godless to their evil, but gives of
Godsdlf to bring them into communion. We are called to do likewise? whoever
our enemies and whoever we may be.” The divine mandate to embrace as God
has embraced is summarized in Paul’ sinjunction to the Romans: “Welcome one
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you” (Romans 15:7).

Susan R. Garrett, Coordinator of the Religion Award, said that the Grawemeyer
selection committee praised Volf's book on many counts. These included its
profound interpretation of certain pivotal passages of Scripture and its brilliant
engagement with contemporary theology, philosophy, critical theory, and
feminist theory. “Volf'sfocusis not on socia strategies or programs but, rather,
on showing us new ways to understand ourselves and our relation to our enemies.
He helps us to imagine new possibilities for living against violence, injustice, and
deception.” Garrett added that, although addressed primarily to Christians, Volf's
theological statement opensitself to religious pluralism by upholding the
importance of different religious and cultura traditions for the formation of
personal and group identity. The call to “embrace the other” is never acall to
remake the other into one’s own image. Volfwho had just delivered alecture on
the topic of Exclusion and Embrace at a prayer breakfast for the United Nations
when thefirst hijacked plane hit the World Trade Centerwill present alecture
and receive hisaward in Louisville during the first week of April, 2002.

The annual Religion Award, which includes a cash prize of $200,000, is given
jointly by Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and the University of
Louisville to the authors or originators of creative works that contribute
significantly to an understanding of “the relationship between human beings and
the divine, and waysin which this relationship may inspire or empower human
beings to attain wholeness, integrity, or meaning, either individualy or in
community.” The Grawemeyer awards?given also by the University of Louisville
in the fields of musical composition, education, psychology, and world
order?honor the virtue of accessibility: works chosen for the awards must be
comprehensible to thinking persons who are not specialists in the various fields.
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Life at the end of the twentieth century presents us with a disturbing reality. Otherness, the simple fact of
being different in some way, has come to be defined asin and of itself evil. Miroslav Volf contends that if
the healing word of the gospel isto be heard today, Christian theology must find ways of speaking that
address the hatred of the other. Reaching back to the New Testament metaphor of salvation as reconciliation,
Volf proposes the idea of embrace as a theological response to the problem of exclusion.

Increasingly we see that exclusion has become the primary sin, skewing our perceptions of reality and
causing us to react out of fear and anger to all those who are not within our (ever-narrowing) circle. In light
of this, Christians must learn that salvation comes, not only as we are reconciled to God, and not only as we
"learn to live with one another," but as we take the dangerous and costly step of opening ourselvesto the
other, of enfolding him or her in the same embrace with which we have been enfolded by God.

Isthere any hope of embracing our enemies? Of opening the door to reconciliation? Miroslav Volf, aYale
University theologian, has won the 2002 Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion for his book, Exclusion
& Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation (Abingdon, 1996). Volf
argues that “exclusion” of people who are alien or different is among the most intractable problemsin the
world today. He writes, “It may not be too much to claim that the future of our world will depend on how we
deal with identity and difference. The issueis urgent. The ghettos and battl efields throughout the world?in
the living rooms, in inner cities, or on the mountain ranges?testify indisputably to itsimportance.” A
Croatian by birth, Volf takes as a starting point for his analysis the recent civil war and “ethnic cleansing” in
the former Y ugoslavia, but he readily finds other examples of cultural, ethnic, and racial conflict to illustrate
his points. And, since September 11, one can scarcely help but plug the new world playersinto hisincisive
descriptions of the dynamics of interethnic and international strife.

Exclusion happens, Volf argues, wherever impenetrable barriers are set up that prevent a creative encounter
with the other. It is easy to assume that “exclusion” isthe problem or practice of “barbarians’ who live “over
there,” but Volf persuades us that exclusion is all too often our practice “here” aswell. Modern western
societies, including American society, typically recite their histories as “ narratives of inclusion,” and Volf
celebrates the truth in these narratives. But he points out that these narratives conveniently omit certain
groups who “disturb the integrity of their ‘happy ending’ plots.” Therefore such narratives of inclusion invite
“long and gruesome” counter-narratives of exclusion?the brutal histories of slavery and of the decimation of
Native American populations come readily to mind, but more current examples could aso be found.

Most proposed solutions to the problem of exclusion have focused on social arrangements?what kind of
society ought we to create in order to accommodate individual or communal difference? Volf focuses, rather,
on “what kind of selveswe need to be in order to live in harmony with others.” In addressing the topic, Volf
stresses the social implications of divine self-giving. The Christian scriptures attest that God does not
abandon the godless to their evil, but gives of Godself to bring them into communion. We are called to do
likewise?*whoever our enemies and whoever we may be.” The divine mandate to embrace as God has



embraced is summarized in Paul’ s injunction to the Romans: “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ
has welcomed you” (Romans 15:7).

Susan R. Garrett, Coordinator of the Religion Award, said that the Grawemeyer selection committee praised
Volf’s book on many counts. These included its profound interpretation of certain pivotal passages of
Scripture and its brilliant engagement with contemporary theology, philosophy, critical theory, and feminist
theory. “Volf's focusis not on socia strategies or programs but, rather, on showing us new ways to
understand ourselves and our relation to our enemies. He helps us to imagine new possibilities for living
against violence, injustice, and deception.” Garrett added that, although addressed primarily to Christians,
Volf'stheological statement opensitself to religious pluralism by upholding the importance of different
religious and cultural traditions for the formation of personal and group identity. The cal to “embrace the
other” is never acall to remake the other into one’s own image. Volfwho had just delivered a lecture on the
topic of Exclusion and Embrace at a prayer breakfast for the United Nations when the first hijacked plane hit
the World Trade Center?will present alecture and receive his award in Louisville during the first week of
April, 2002.

The annual Religion Award, which includes a cash prize of $200,000, is given jointly by Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and the University of Louisville to the authors or originators of creative
works that contribute significantly to an understanding of “the relationship between human beings and the
divine, and waysin which this relationship may inspire or empower human beings to attain wholeness,
integrity, or meaning, either individually or in community.” The Grawemeyer awards?given also by the
University of Louisville in the fields of musical composition, education, psychology, and world order?honor
the virtue of accessibility: works chosen for the awards must be comprehensible to thinking persons who are
not specialistsin the various fields.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Life at the end of the twentieth century presents us with adisturbing reality. Otherness, the simple fact of
being different in some way, has come to be defined asin and of itself evil. Mirosav Volf contends that if
the healing word of the gospel isto be heard today, Christian theology must find ways of speaking that
address the hatred of the other. Reaching back to the New Testament metaphor of salvation as reconciliation,
Volf proposes the idea of embrace as atheological response to the problem of exclusion. Increasingly we see
that exclusion has become the primary sin, skewing our perceptions of reality and causing us to react out of
fear and anger to all those who are not within our (ever-narrowing) circle. In light of this, Christians must
learn that salvation comes, not only as we are reconciled to God, and not only aswe "learn to live with one
another”, but as we take the dangerous and costly step of opening ourselves to the other, of enfolding him or
her in the same embrace with which we have been enfolded by God.

About the Author

Mirodlav Volf, is Henry B. Wright Professor of Systematic Theology at Y ae University Divinity School,
New Haven, Connecticut. A native Croatian, he writes out of his own firsthand experience of teaching in
Croatia during the war in former Y ugoslavia. Professor Volf won the 2002 Louisville Grawemeyer Award in
Religion for his book, Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of |dentity, Otherness, and
Reconciliation (Abingdon, 1996).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephanie Rodriguez:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Exclusion & Embrace: A
Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no doubt in it you may
already know.

James Goodman:

Typically the book Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of |dentity, Otherness, and
Reconciliation has alot info on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.



CharlesKinsdla:

The reason? Because this Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and
Reconciliation is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will surprise you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book have got
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having
that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Gerald Chisholm:

This Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness,
and Reconciliation can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get
through anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel dleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So thereis no in reading abook especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So, don't miss theitem! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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