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Cosimo de’ Medici (1389–1464), the fabulously wealthy banker who became the
leading citizen of Florence in the fifteenth century, spent lavishly as the city’s
most important patron of art and literature. This remarkable book is the first
comprehensive examination of the whole body of works of art and architecture
commissioned by Cosimo and his sons. By looking closely at this spectacular
group of commissions, we gain an entirely new picture of their patron and of the
patron’s point of view. Recurrent themes in the commissions—from Fra
Angelico’s San Marco altarpiece to the Medici Palace—indicate the main
interests to which Cosimo’s patronage gave visual expression. Dale Kent offers
new insights and perspectives on the individual objects comprising the Medici
oeuvre by setting them within the context of civic and popular culture in early
Renaissance Florence, and of Cosimo’s life as the leader of the Medici lineage
and the dominant force in the governing elite.

From the wealth of available documentation on Cosimo de’ Medici’s life, the
author considers how Cosimo’s own experience influenced his patronage; how
the culture of Renaissance Florence provided a common idiom for the patron, his
artists, and his audience; what he preferred and intended as a patron; and how
focusing on his patronage of art alters the image of him that is based on his roles
as banker and politician. Cosimo was as much a product as a shaper of Florentine
society, Kent concludes. She identifies civic patriotism and devotion as the main
themes of his oeuvre and argues that religious imperatives may well have been
more important than political ones in shaping the art for which he was
responsible and its reception.
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an entirely new picture of their patron and of the patron’s point of view. Recurrent themes in the
commissions—from Fra Angelico’s San Marco altarpiece to the Medici Palace—indicate the main interests
to which Cosimo’s patronage gave visual expression. Dale Kent offers new insights and perspectives on the
individual objects comprising the Medici oeuvre by setting them within the context of civic and popular
culture in early Renaissance Florence, and of Cosimo’s life as the leader of the Medici lineage and the
dominant force in the governing elite.

From the wealth of available documentation on Cosimo de’ Medici’s life, the author considers how
Cosimo’s own experience influenced his patronage; how the culture of Renaissance Florence provided a
common idiom for the patron, his artists, and his audience; what he preferred and intended as a patron; and
how focusing on his patronage of art alters the image of him that is based on his roles as banker and
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The most powerful figure in the political and economic life of early Renaissance Florence, Cosimo de'
Medici was also its greatest patron of the arts. In her vigorously argued and exhaustively documented study,
Kent (history, Univ. of California, Riverside) has examined virtually every facet of Medicean patronage
between 1420 and 1464. In doing so, she uncovers and explicates the complex of civic, religious, personal,
and dynastic impulses that undergird Cosimo's almost innumerable sacred and secular commissions. The
result is a perspective that forcefully manifests the patron's participation while delineating the social and
intellectual ambiance in which he flourished and which engendered the values and ideas articulated in the
works he commissioned. The complex interaction among patron, artist, and society as well as consumer,
creator, and viewer are propounded with a depth of historical understanding not often found in the literature
of art history. Kent's immensely learned, contextually alert, and provocative investigation establishes a
standard against which all future studies of patronage will be measured.DRobert Cahn, Fashion Inst. of
Technology, New York
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Immensely learned, contextually alert, and provocative . . . a standard against which all future studies of
patronage will be measured." -- Robert Cahn, Fashion Inst. of Technology

...[A]mbitious...[T]he result of long and admirably meticulous research into a relatively short period. -- Tim
Parks, New York Review of Books

From the Inside Flap
Cosimo de' Medici (13891464), the fabulously wealthy banker who became the leading citizen of Florence in
the fifteenth century, spent lavishly as the city's most important patron of art and literature. This remarkable
book is the first comprehensive examination of the whole body of works of art and architecture
commissioned by Cosimo and his sons. By looking closely at this spectacular group of commissions, we gain
an entirely new picture of their patron and of the patron's point of view. Recurrent themes in the
commissions-from Fra Angelico's San Marco altarpiece to the Medici Palace-indicate the main interests to
which Cosimo's patronage gave visual expression. Dale Kent offers new insights and perspectives on the
individual objects comprising the Medici oeuvre by setting them within the context of civic and popular
culture in early Renaissance Florence, and of Cosimo's life as the leader of the Medici lineage and the
dominant force in the governing elite. From the wealth of available documentation on Cosimo de' Medici's
life, the author considers how Cosimo's own experience influenced his patronage; how the culture of
Renaissance Florence provided a common idiom for the patron, his artists, and his audience; what he
preferred and intended as a patron; and how focusing on his patronage of art alters the image of him that is
based on his roles as banker and politician. Cosimo was as much a product as a shaper of Florentine society,
Kent concludes. She identifies civic patriotism and devotion as the main themes of his oeuvre and argues that
religious imperatives may well have been more important than political ones in shaping the art for which he
was responsible and its reception.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Deanna Ratliff:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Cosimo de` Medici and the Florentine
Renaissance. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Cosimo de` Medici and the Florentine Renaissance. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Vazquez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Cosimo de` Medici and the Florentine Renaissance
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The guide Cosimo de` Medici and the Florentine Renaissance is not only giving
you much more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Cosimo
de` Medici and the Florentine Renaissance. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Nelson Berg:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Cosimo de` Medici and the Florentine Renaissance.

Ruth Haddock:

This Cosimo de` Medici and the Florentine Renaissance is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Cosimo de` Medici and the
Florentine Renaissance can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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