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Black is beautiful, uh-huh!

Long ago, Blackbird was voted the most beautiful bird in the forest. The other
birds, who were colored red, yellow, blue, and green, were so envious that they
begged Blackbird to paint their feathers with a touch of black so they could be
beautiful too. Although Black-bird warns them that true beauty comes from
within, the other birds persist and soon each is given a ring of black around their
neck or a dot of black on their wings -- markings that detail birds to this very day.
Coretta Scott King Award-winner Ashley Bryan's adaptation of a tale from the
Ila-speaking people of Zambia reso-nates both with rhythm and the tale's
universal meanings -- appreciating one's heritage and discovering the beauty
within. His cut-paper artwork is a joy.
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Black is beautiful, uh-huh!

Long ago, Blackbird was voted the most beautiful bird in the forest. The other birds, who were colored red,
yellow, blue, and green, were so envious that they begged Blackbird to paint their feathers with a touch of
black so they could be beautiful too. Although Black-bird warns them that true beauty comes from within,
the other birds persist and soon each is given a ring of black around their neck or a dot of black on their
wings -- markings that detail birds to this very day.
Coretta Scott King Award-winner Ashley Bryan's adaptation of a tale from the Ila-speaking people of
Zambia reso-nates both with rhythm and the tale's universal meanings -- appreciating one's heritage and
discovering the beauty within. His cut-paper artwork is a joy.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Storyteller Bryan's (What a Wonderful World) singular voice provides rhythm and sound effects throughout
this musical adaptation of a Zambian tale. When gray Ringdove calls the other monotone birds together and
asks, "Who of all is the most beautiful?" they all reply, "Blackbird." They then encircle Blackbird, dancing
and singing, "Beak to beak, peck, peck, peck,/ Spread your wings, stretch your neck./ Black is beautiful, uh-
huh!/ Black is beautiful, uh-huh!" At the birds' request, Blackbird agrees to paint black markings on them
(with the blackening brew in his medicine gourd), but he warns Ringdove that it's not the color black that
will make them beautiful. "Color on the outside is not what's on the inside..... Whatever I do/ I'll be me and
you'll be you." The message about inner beauty and identity becomes somewhat diluted by the closing song,
in which the birds triumphantly sing, "Our colors sport a brand-new look,/ A touch of black was all it took./
Oh beautiful black, uh-huh, uh-huh/ Black is beautiful, UH-HUH!" But if the ending creates a bit of
confusion, Bryan's collages make up for it with their exhibition of colorful splendor and composition. Scenes
of the rainbow of wings are outdone only by a lakeside view of their colors intricately "mirrored in the
waters." And Bryan's lilting and magical language is infectious. Ages 3-7.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 2-Because they haven't got a spot of black on their bodies, the colorful birds of Africa
envy Blackbird. They extol his feathers that "gleam all colors in the sun" in their songs and dances. And
although he assures them that "Color on the outside is not what's on the inside," he generously shares the
blackening brew in his gourd. First he adds a necklace of midnight to Ringdove, then markings of black to
every feathered creature large and small, causing them to finally sing, "Oh beautiful black, uh-huh, uh-
huh/Black is beautiful, UH-HUH!" Adapted from an Ila tale from Zambia, this story delivers a somewhat
contradictory message. Blackbird frequently affirms that it's what's inside that counts but his avian friends
are certainly fixated on adding some black to their feathered finery. The story line is simple and the rhythmic
chants of the flock frequently interspersed throughout the text add drama and a rapper's cadence. The cut-
paper silhouettes are colorful but static, effectuating a stylized formality. The endpapers include an image of
the scissors used to create the collages and reinforce the physical process behind the art. This unusual and
little-known pourquoi tale may supplement larger collections and serves as a thoughtful and entertaining
addition to units on self-esteem.
Carol Ann Wilson, Westfield Memorial Library, NJ
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
K-Gr. 2. In this simple adaptation of a tale from the Ila-speaking people of Zambia, the message is clear:
"Black is beautiful." Once upon a time, Blackbird was the only bird of Africa who wasn't brightly colored.
When Ringdove asks who is the most beautiful bird, the other birds name Blackbird. At Ringdove's request,
Blackbird brings blackening from his medicine gourd to decorate Ringdove's colored neck; the other birds
also want trimming, so Blackbird paints dots and brushes lines and arcs until his gourd is empty. Using a
more vivid palette than usual, Bryan employs boldly colored, cut-paper artwork to dramatize the action. The
overlapping collage images fill the pages with energy as the songlike responses of the birds tap out a rhythm
punctuated with "uh-huhs." In an author's note, Bryan explains that the scissors pictured on the endpapers,
which Bryan used to create the collages, were once also used by his mother. Ready-made for participative
storytelling. Julie Cummins

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Sherrer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Beautiful Blackbird (Coretta Scott King Illustrator
Award Winner) to read.

Lorenza Jones:

The particular book Beautiful Blackbird (Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award Winner) will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Beautiful Blackbird (Coretta
Scott King Illustrator Award Winner) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Heather Stewart:

Exactly why? Because this Beautiful Blackbird (Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award Winner) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Belinda Hamilton:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Beautiful Blackbird (Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award Winner) we can
get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
this book Beautiful Blackbird (Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award Winner). You can more desirable than
now.
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