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A comprehensive look at the life and work of one of the 20th century’s most
influential architects

Aldo van Eyck (1918–1999) was a Dutch architect, writer, and teacher who
helped redefine Modern architecture in the second half of the 20th century. As an
advocate for architecture’s engagement with history, culture, climate, and the
lived human experience of buildings and urban spaces, he created designs that
privileged place and the daily rituals in the lives of its inhabitants over universal
ideals. In this volume, enlivened by 300 illustrations from the Aldo van Eyck
archive, Robert McCarter provides the first comprehensive study of van Eyck’s
50-year career since his death, guiding readers through the architect’s buildings
and unrealized projects, with a focus on the interior spatial experience and on the
design and construction processes. Highlighted projects include the Amsterdam
Orphanage, the Roman Catholic Church in The Hague, and some of the hundreds
of playgrounds he famously designed over the course of his career. McCarter
also investigates how van Eyck’s writings and lectures convey the importance of
architecture in the everyday lives of people around the world and throughout
history. By presenting his design work together with the principles on which it
was founded, McCarter illuminates van Eyck’s ethical interpretation of
architecture’s place in the world. 
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A comprehensive look at the life and work of one of the 20th century’s most influential architects

Aldo van Eyck (1918–1999) was a Dutch architect, writer, and teacher who helped redefine Modern
architecture in the second half of the 20th century. As an advocate for architecture’s engagement with
history, culture, climate, and the lived human experience of buildings and urban spaces, he created designs
that privileged place and the daily rituals in the lives of its inhabitants over universal ideals. In this volume,
enlivened by 300 illustrations from the Aldo van Eyck archive, Robert McCarter provides the first
comprehensive study of van Eyck’s 50-year career since his death, guiding readers through the architect’s
buildings and unrealized projects, with a focus on the interior spatial experience and on the design and
construction processes. Highlighted projects include the Amsterdam Orphanage, the Roman Catholic Church
in The Hague, and some of the hundreds of playgrounds he famously designed over the course of his career.
McCarter also investigates how van Eyck’s writings and lectures convey the importance of architecture in
the everyday lives of people around the world and throughout history. By presenting his design work
together with the principles on which it was founded, McCarter illuminates van Eyck’s ethical interpretation
of architecture’s place in the world. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"A well-written, highly accessible overview on the work of a major figure. McCarter clearly knows his
craft."—Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen, Yale University
(Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen)

An Architectural Record 2015 Gift Guide selection
(Jayne Merkel Architectural Record 2015-12-01)

“The book delves into the figure of the architect and his concerns, presenting a chronology of his life and
work, and portraying a personality and legacy that puts us face to face with a debate that is not just
architectural, but also ideological.”— Ernesto Ibáñez, Arquitectura Viva May 2017
(Ernesto Ibáñez Arquitectura Viva 2017-05-01)

About the Author

Robert McCarter is the Ruth and Norman Moore Professor of Architecture, Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts, Washington University in St. Louis. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Aldo van Eyck will make you to be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suitable book with you?

Anna Chew:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Aldo van Eyck book as this book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.



Gregory Rivera:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Aldo van Eyck why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lucille Yang:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Aldo van Eyck we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Aldo van Eyck. You can more inviting than now.
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