Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality
gﬁ%ﬂ%}{%ﬁ and Political Power in America

Martin Gilens

By Martin Gilens

Read Online ©

Affluence and Influence: Economic I nequality and Political Power in
America By Martin Gilens

Can a country be ademocracy if its government only responds to the preferences
of therich? In anidea democracy, al citizens should have equal influence on
government policy--but as this book demonstrates, America's policymakers
respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how political inequality in the
United States has evolved over the last several decades and how this growing
disparity has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and elections.

With sharp analysis and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens |ooks at
thousands of proposed policy changes, and the degree of support for each among
poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans. His findings are staggering: when
preferences of low- or middle-income Americans diverge from those of the
affluent, there is virtually no relationship between policy outcomes and the
desires of less advantaged groups. In contrast, affluent Americans' preferences
exhibit a substantial relationship with policy outcomes whether their preferences
are shared by lower-income groups or not. Gilens shows that representational
inequality is spread widely across different policy domains and time periods. Y et
Gilens also shows that under specific circumstances the preferences of the middle
class and, to alesser extent, the poor, do seem to matter. In particular, impending
elections--especialy presidential elections--and an even partisan division in
Congress mitigate representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the
preferences of the broader public.

At atime when economic and political inequality in the United States only
continues to rise, Affluence and Influence raises important questions about
whether American democracy istruly responding to the needs of al its citizens.
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Can a country be ademocracy if its government only responds to the preferences of therich? In anideal
democracy, all citizens should have equal influence on government policy--but as this book demonstrates,
America's policymakers respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how poalitical inequality in the United States has evolved over
the last several decades and how this growing disparity has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and
elections.

With sharp analysis and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens |ooks at thousands of proposed policy
changes, and the degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans. His findings
are staggering: when preferences of low- or middle-income Americans diverge from those of the affluent,
thereisvirtually no relationship between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups. In
contrast, affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with policy outcomes whether
their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or not. Gilens shows that representational inequality is
spread widely across different policy domains and time periods. Y et Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the poor, do seem to matter. In
particular, impending elections--especially presidential elections--and an even partisan division in Congress
mitigate representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the broader public.

At atime when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to rise, Affluence and
Influence raises important questions about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of
all itscitizens.
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Editorial Review
Review

Winner of the 2013 Woodrow Wilson Foundation Award, American Political Science Association

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles Top 25 Academic Books for 2013

"The best book in decades on palitical inequality. . . . Gilens's years of careful empirical research and his
impressively fair and clear presentation of evidence mark amajor step forward in the scientific study of
political inequality in America."--Larry Bartels, Monkey Cage blog

"[T]hefindingsin [Martin Gilens's book] are important, timely, and, at times, surprising.”--Glenn C.
Altschuler, Huffington Post

"[Flascinating."--Pacific Standard Magazine

"This book is aready being hailed as alandmark study of American political representation.”--Thomas
Ferguson, Per spectives on Palitics

"[1] was simply unaware of the facts presented in Martin Gilens's new Affluence and Influence. Gilens
compiles a massive data set of public opinion surveys and subsequent policy outcomes, and reaches a
shocking conclusion: Democracy has a strong tendency to simply supply the policies favored by the rich.
When the poor, the middle class, and the rich disagree, American democracy largely ignores the poor and the
middleclass. . . . [I]ntellectually satisfying."--Bryan Caplan, Econlog

"This nuanced, carefully constructed volume eval uates the relationship between growing economic
inequality and political power in the U.S., finding that policy outcomes are biased overwhelmingly in favour
of the affluent. . . . Especially impressive are his successful efforts at separating the influence of interest
groups and poalitical parties on policy outcomes from the influence of public opinion by economic class. His
opening chapter on citizen competence and democratic decision making should be required reading for those
who doubt the feasibility and value of atruly representative government.”--Choice



"Martin Gilens makes an important empirical contribution to the discussions about the effects of inequality
on policymaking in the United States."--Nolan M cCarty, American I nterest

"Gilens book, aswith all good political science scholarship, provides the cold, hard datato prove a crucial
hypothesis of our times, in this case that American politics responds only to the preferences of the affluent. . .
. [ITt is certainly well-written by academic standards; it is clinical and precise, with atable of logistic
regressions to back up every claim. So if you are looking for arigorous study of the relationship between
affluence and influence, then look no further. Thisbook is avital weapon in the armoury for anyone who
suspects that American democracy might not be all it seems."--M aeve M cK eown, New Left Project

"At atime when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to rise, Affluence and
Influence raises important questions about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of
al itscitizens."--World Book I ndustry

"Thisis an important book, representing an excellent piece of scholarship that will shape the debate about
public opinion and American democracy for yearsto come. . . . [T]hisis an outstanding book that answers
many questions and raises countless others. Thisis exactly what a quality piece of social science ought to

do."--Nathan Kélly, Public Opinion Quarterly

From the Back Cover

"Inequality in America is steadily worsening, and nowhere is that more worrying than in our politics. This
deservedly prize-winning book offers compelling new evidence that affluent Americans have much more
influence than their fellow citizens and that this disparity is growing."--Robert Putnam, Harvard University

"Our democracy isn't: That's the inescapable conclusion of thisincredibly powerful and beautifully written
book. Too important for academics alone, thisis required reading for any citizen, or anyone anywhere trying
to understand how history's most important democracy has lost its way."--Lawrence Lessig, Harvard
University

"Democracy is based on theideal that every citizen has an equal potential to shape what government does.
With care and without cant, Gilens shows that we are very far from thisideal in contemporary American
politics. The economically privileged don't always get what they want. But, according to Gilen's pioneering
analysis, they are much more influential than those below them on the economic ladder. Affluence and
Influenceis alandmark in the study of representation.”--Jacob Hacker, coauthor of Winner-Take-All
Palitics



"When the U.S. government makes policies on critical issues, it responds to the preferences of the affluent,
but often ignores the poor and middle class. Using public opinion and policy datain innovative ways, this
eye-opening book explores the reasons for unequal government responsiveness to citizen preferences. For
anyone who cares about inequality and democracy in America, this book goes at the top of the reading list. A
home run."--Theda Skocpol, Harvard University

" Affluence and Influence is social science at its best, melding sophisticated scholarship with moral purpose.
The book shows how better-off Americans sway el ections and get the laws they want. If other citizens feel
unrepresented, Gilens's analysis could be afirst step toward redress.”--Andrew Hacker, Queens College

"Thisisan important book, destined to be aclassic. It isthe definitive statement to date on a big topic: how
general public opinion, the opinions of affluent citizens, and the views of organized interest groups affect the
making of U.S. public policy. Containing scrupulous analysis and well-supported claims, Affluence and
Influence will have great scholarly impact and reach broad audiences concerned with American poalitics,
public policy, and democratic theory."--Benjamin |. Page, Northwestern Univer sity

"This book addresses fundamental questions about equality and democratic responsiveness in the United
States, and concludes that government policies are more responsive to affluent citizens than to othersless
well off. Part of the novelty and richness of the book comes from its description of specific policy issues and
cases, which provides a detailed and important picture of real-world American politics."--Robert Y.
Shapiro, Columbia University

About the Author
Martin Gilensis professor of politics at Princeton University. He is the author of "Why Americans Hate
Welfare: Race, Media, and the Politics of Antipoverty Policy".

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jill Spann:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and
Political Power in America. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we
know about how isimportant a book Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in
America. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we can easily open abook aswell as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may useit
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.



Alice Lawson:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Affluence and
Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Ralph Scott:

This Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in Americais great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only givesyou straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in Americain your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Adam Tonn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update concerning
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is actually Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America.
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